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the lion's ways, the methods of hunting him, and the bravery shown by this 
beast against his human adversaries. The work is well illustrated. 

Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

ASIA 

With the Russians in Mongolia. By H. G. C. Perry-Ayseough and 
B. B. Otter-Barry, xxii and 344 pp. Map, ills., index. John Lane Co., 
New York, 1914. 9x6. 

According to the authors, Bussia does not want to be put to the expense of 
guarding her Chinese frontier. She is, therefore, trying to secure a dominat- 
ing influence in Mongolia, in order to make that country a buffer state between 
herself and China. For commercial reasons, also, Bussia realizes the impor- 
tance of control over Mongolia, since that region possesses great natural re- 
sources, as yet almost entirely untouched. Mongolia, say the authors, "cries 
out for capital and enterprising men to undertake the development of the 
gold, silver, coal, and lead that abound in the northern valleys. To the 
commercial man, the miner, and the sportsman, Mongolia opens up a fine 
field in the near future." 

These topics are discussed by the authors, who have traveled extensively 
in Mongolia, and know what they are writing about. They tell also of their per- 
sonal experiences while exploring in Mongolia, the life and customs of the 
people, and other matters. 

The account of the Bussian institution of the "People's House," estab- 
lished in the larger towns of Bussia and Siberia, is perhaps of practical value 
to ourselves. The "People's House" is supported by the Bussian Govern- 
ment. It is a place where, on the payment of a small sum, one may enter, 
read the latest papers, partake of tea and non-alcoholic drinks, and hold social 
converse. In the evenings popular performances, concerts, etc., are given, also 
at low prices. The idea is not new, however, as an important number of 
our rural communities provide similar facilities. The took is illustrated 
with photographs and a large sketch map of Mongolia. 

Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

Through Shen-kan. The Account of the Clark Expedition in North China, 
1908-9. By Bobert Sterling Clark and Arthur de C. Sowerby. Edited 
By Major C. H. Chepmell. 247 pp. Maps, ills.., index. T. Fisher Unwin, 
London, 1912. £1 5s. 10x8. 
In the very heart of China the Hoang Ho makes a great bend to the north 
and to the deserts of inner Asia out beyond the great wall. Approximating 
the chord of this arc, Messrs. Clark and Sowerby conducted, in 1908 and 1909, 
the careful reconnaissance of which the record and the scientific results are pre- 
sented in this volume. Their exploration — for the region was almost wholly un- 
known — extended from Tai-yuan fu to Lan-chou fu. At the later point their 
further approach to an unvisited border of Tibet was checked by the violence of 
savage mountaineers, who killed Hazrat Ali, an expert cartographer, who had 
been detailed to the expedition by the Indian Survey Department. It is to be 
regretted that the survey was not carried out according to the original plans, for 
the recent work of Sir Aurel Stein on the other side of Gobi has given a hint 
of what treasures the desert may disclose to careful search. It is only with 
reference to its original goal that the expedition may be called incomplete. 
The record of the territory traversed before the cheek is most complete, the 
narrative is clear and ever interesting, the route map is drawn with scrupulous 
care, the astronomical determinations of position are all that could be de- 
sired, and the zoological collections have all been monographed by competent 
specialists. Few expeditions of recent adventure have accomplished so much 
in so short a time, still fewer have presented the results in such satisfactory 
f orm William Churchill. 

India, Malaysia, and the Philippines. A Practical Study in Missions. 
By W. F. Oldham, viii and 299 pp. Index. Methodist Book Concern, 
New York, 1914. $1. 8 x 5%. 
These lectures on the Nathan Graves Foundation were delivered to the 
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undergraduates, men and women, of Syracuse University by an active worker 
in the mission field. The pages on Filipino independence are most interesting. 
The inability of the working classes to read and write and their long-inherited 
•custom of one-man rule in clan and tribe make the great majority of the people 
unable to understand and not inclined to appreciate self-government by a 
majority. The "index" is rather a table of contents. David H. Buel. 

Aus den Waldungen des fernen Ostens. Forstliche Eeisen und Stu- 
dien in Japan, Formosa, Korea und den angrenzenden Gebieten Ostasiens. 
Von Amerigo Hofmann. 225 pp. Maps, ills. W. Frick, Vienna, 1913. 
9y 2 x6%. 
With no little skill as a narrator Dr. Hofmann presents a picture of the 
forestry of Japan, Formosa and Cho-sen, in which the scientific theme is happily 
engaged with the psychology of a forest-loving race. He makes it clear that 
forestry became a science in Japan when we were in the infancy of our culture, 
and that with all his experience in the state forests of Austria-Hungary there 
was little that he could teach to the foresters of the Tokyo Daigakku, in which 
he filled a professor's chair for eight years. His particular research was ad- 
dressed to the study of the control of the mountain torrents, especially to the 
study of the regulation of the streams in their upper courses as brooks on the 
higher slopes. In this he was concerned with two topics. One deals with the 
wash of the torrents, the erosion damage which they can do in flood, and the 
•control of that erosion before it results in denudation of the humus slopes. 
This topic interlaces with the control of the streams, so that they may be 
turned to economical advantage as a freight highway for the logging product. 
The author also interprets the Japanese landscape in its reaction upon the 
Japanese character. 

Ancient India. From the earliest times to the first century A.D. By E. J. 

Bapson. 198 pp. Maps, ills., index. University Press. Cambridge, 1914. 

7%x5. 
Within the limits of a primer this distinguished authority has presented 
the outlines of the most obscure period of Hindu history. There are many 
debatable points in the period of the history of the Indian peninsula covered 
by this little volume. Prof. Bapson has presented each side of these contro- 
versial matters and has dealt fairly with both sides, even where he advocates 
the decision which he prefers. His utmost skill is made manifest in the pecul- 
iarly uncertain period, vital to the establishment of Indian chronology, where 
"the events of the peninsula approach coordination with the well-established 
chronology of the Mediterranean civilization. This period is established by the 
eastern expansion of the empire of Alexander the Great and the obscure crum- 
bling of kingdoms under his successors, until they become indistinct in their 
absorption by the native races. The end of the period properly denominated 
ancient India is set at the establishment of the Kushana empire, probably con- 
temporaneous with the initial date of the Caka era or 78 A.D. 

mountain Panoramas from the Pamirs and Kwen Lun. Photo- 
graphed and annotated by M. Aurel Stein. 34 pp. Map. Boyal Geogr. 
Soc, London, 1908. 13x8%. 

During his survey of the Pamirs and the range of the Kwen Lun, Dr. Stein 
prepared a large number of panoramas with the photo-theodolite, a method 
-especially adapted to the representation upon the map of these excessively lofty 
and inaccessible mountains. The Council of the Boyal Geographical Society 
lias here undertaken the expensive task of reproducing these somewhat remark- 
able panoramas, Mr. H. W. Simpson, of the Society's office, having taken in 
charge the technical side and managed it with great success. The concise anno- 
tations necessary to the elucidation of the panoramas have been prepared by 
Dr. Stein himself. In these views, one looks out from high vantage points over 
plateaus ranging in general level from 10,000 to 15,000 feet and upon peaks 
which push up nearly 10,000 feet higher. To geographers, and especially phy- 



